The Biomedical Ethics Committee at the Minneapolis VA Medical
Center

What does the Biomedical Ethics Committee do?

This committee helps patients, families, doctors, and nurses make difficult
treatment decisions when there are no clear or easy answers to ethical or moral
questions. Committee members help those involved think about the important
aspects of the situation and identify options.

This committee helps educate Medical Center Staff about biomedical ethical
issues. It also helps develop some medical center policies.

The committee will not make any decisions for you or deal with legal or
administrative issues.

Who are the members of the Biomedical Ethics Committee?
Committee members include doctors, nurses, social workers, psychologists,
chaplains, lawyers, therapists, and patient representatives.

Who can talk to the Biomedical Ethics Committee?

You may ask for the committee’s help any time you have ethical or moral concerns
about the medical or care decisions you or a loved one needs to make. Someone
from the committee will look at the records and perhaps talk with you and those
who are caring for you or a loved one. That person will decide if your case is a
biomedical ethics case. If it is not a biomedical ethics case, the committee person
will help you find another way to address your concerns.

If a family member requests a consultation with the Biomedical Ethics Committee,
the committee member will tell the patient that a request has been made. If the
patient cannot speak for him/herself, the patient’s surrogate (the person authorized
to speak for the patient) will be told of the request.

How can I contact someone from the Biomedical Ethics Committee?
Y our doctor, nurse, chaplain, or unit can contact the committee for you.
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