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Research Interests:

The focus of my research is in the early diagnosis and treatment of Alzheimer’s disease.
Fundamental to those efforts are the development of a patient database, the opening of the
University of Minnesota — Fairview (UMMC-FV) Memory Clinic, and several ongoing clinical
protocols.

In 2004, a group of scientists and clinicians from the University of Minnesota and the Veterans
Affairs Medical Center began meeting weekly to discuss issues of dementia assessment and
treatment with the goal of bringing a federally funded Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center
(ADRC) to the Twin Cities. The Clinical Research Integration Program (CRIPs) led to the
development and implementation of a sophisticated dementia evaluation protocol and related
computer-based database of patients from the Minneapolis VA Health Center GRECC and the
UMMC-FV Memory Clinic. The database is central to enrolling and following patients and
families in several innovative clinical research protocols, including: longitudinal studies of
normal elderly and patients with dementia; brain imaging with magnetoencephalography
(MEG; through the VAMC Brain Sciences Center), MRI (U of M Center for Magnetic Resonance
Research), and PET (VAMC Cognitive Neuroimaging Unit); driving and dementia; use of the
Cognitive Performance Test (CPT), a performance-based functional assessment; drug treatment
for dementia; biochemical analysis of serum and cerebrospinal fluid in dementia; and brain
autopsy studies.

Research Support:

Title: VA Cooperative Study #546: A Randomized Clinical Trial of Vitamin E and
Memantine in Alzheimer’s Disease

Role: Site PI

Source: VA Cooperative Studies Program (CSP)

Amount: $445,000 ($8,100,885 over 5 years)

Period: 5/07 —9/30/12



% Effort: 10%; no salary support

Title: Incidence of Epilepsy/Seizures & Outcomes in Nursing Homes: A 5 Year Cohort
Role: Consultant

Source: CDC and the Association of Schools of Public Health (ASPH)

Amount: $1,199,797 over 3 years

Period: 6/08 -5/11

% Effort: 1% and salary support

Title: MRI Derived Brain Functional Connectivity to Distinguish AD, MCl and Normals
Role: P

Source: Minnesota Veterans Research and Education Foundation

Amount: $9,011 over 2 years

% Effort: 5%; no salary support

Title: The Dementia Demonstration Project

Role: Physician Champion

Source: VISN 23 Strategic Initiative and Strategic Initiative Plus funding

Amount: S3.1M

Period: 10/07 - 12/09

% Effort: 15%; no salary support
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